
Why Pray?, Luke 11;1-13
Does Prayer Make a Difference #2

✦Intro:  Most parents have known the frustration of communicating with 

their children in adolescence.  Here is a person that came from your own 

body.  You carried them for a few years until they could walk.  You fed 

them, clothed them.  Like most conscientious parents, you didn’t put them 

on the shelf when you were done with them, primarily because you were 

never done with them. Tie the shoe laces. Button the shirt right. Make them 

eat their vegetables. Wipe their noses.  After doing all that, they have 

become important to you.  You care about their moments in a way you don’t 

care about the next door neighbor’s. You want to know who they had coffee 

with, what they talked about, what their dreams are, how they feel.  You 

have deep attachment. You want to know what they had for lunch or who 

they traded with at school, and for what -because you weren’t there to live 

the moments with them.  And so when you ask them, and they answer with 

the highly specific and revealing statement, “Food”, and you quiz further 

“What kind of “food”?”, and they say, “The kind you eat.” – you may not be 

satisfied.  You are a parent.  You want to know.
✦Now let me ask you something.  Why talk with your kids? Why talk with 

your boyfriend? Why talk with your wife?  Why not just sit and watch TV?  

Why not live in the house in silence? Why talk at all?  And by parallel, why 

talk with God?  The scriptures say he knows a word before it is on my 

tongue (Ps.139 look it up.)  So why talk to an omniscient about things he 

already knows?  Why talk to your wife about things she already knows?  

Why tell stories that have already been heard? And what is the point of 

trying to persuade a being, God, who is far stronger, and presumably 

infinitely wiser than we are anyway to do something we think should 
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happen?  –And so are the thoughts that often float through our minds when 

we contemplate prayer.  Why pray?  We’ll I’m glad you asked.
✦1. I pray in order to align my sights with God’s.  
✦A. Prayer, I don’t think, is first of all about getting good things to happen in 

the universe.  Oh that certainly is a part of it and we’ll talk about that at a 

later date.  But prayer is first about being and seeing with God.  I had a pair 

of binoculars once that I dropped and damaged.  Consequently both 

scopes did not look in exactly the same direction rendering them basically 

useless unless you closed one eye.
✦When we pray we are raising our scope/sight up into position to 

look along side God’s. We learn to see what he sees.  We learn to 

hear him speak by speaking to him and listening for his answers. We 

begin to notice what he is doing, for he is always doing, and always 

speaking.

✦“The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact 

representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful 

word.” Hebrews 1:3, NIV. 
✦Jesus said, “My father is always working.”  The psalmist said that 

God’s works are also constantly speaking of him.

✦The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work 

of his hands. Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night 

they display knowledge.” Psalms 19:1, 2, NIV. 

✦So you see, God is always expressing. It’s just that we don’t hear, or to 

use the binocular analogy, we don’t line up our sight. Pray is consciously 

lining up.
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✦2. I pray to learn to know God. When I talk with someone I am 

essentially sharing life with them. The art of communication is the coming 

together of separate people and the comm-unity of more than one.  This is 

why we pray: to know God.

✦It’s the same reason we talk to our kids or our friends. We want to 

share their life. It’s what love does.  Which tells us something 

important about God; the Creator is also the Relater. We pray 

because God is a person, a dad, and he can respond.  

✦“If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to 

your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the 

Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”” Luke 11:13, NIV. 

✦What do you see in the text?  Even fallen, sinful dads know how to 

give and respond to their children’s requests.  Miracle of miracles, 

God wants to live life with us. He wants to give us life, to feed us, but 

more than that, he doesn’t want to be anonymous.  He wants relating.

✦3. I pray to have God rub off on me. Now then, as I relate, or line up my 

scope with God’s, something else begins to happen.  The more I know 

God, the more I become like him.  That is to say, God’s spiritual goodness 

rubs off on people who come near.  

✦For example, lets say you work in a shop where every other word is 

a swear bomb.  Pretty soon, even though you may be morally 

opposed to such limited language your mind begins to think those 

terms.  And then to your surprise, when you stub your toe on the 

shower lip one cold morning, or close your finger in the silverware 

drawer, the words you heard at the shop flow effortlessly from your 
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lips. Things rub off.  Ordinarily we become like what we hang around 

with.

✦So too, spiritual things like, stamina in the face of hardship, peace in the 

pace of life, hope and compassion even when drained –these things come 

to life by being with God. When we pray, we are “hanging out” with God. To 

pray is to come near to God and be changed.  Yes, God is always present 

in all of his creation.  But, we have this amazing ability in our sinful state to 

overlook him.  Prayer is our specific effort to notice God.  In prayer we take 

a position next to God and follow his gaze, and we in essence ask him 

what he thinks about what we are seeing.

✦“What do you think of that snowscape, God?”

✦“What do you think about what those two girls are wearing? What 

would you say to me about what I’m thinking!?”

✦“What movie do you think we should watch tonight?”

✦This approach to life is what the biblical writers are getting at when they 

say things like:

✦“Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all 

circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 1 

Thessalonians 5:16-18, NIV. 

✦“Base your happiness on your hope in Christ. When trials come 

endure them patiently; steadfastly maintain the habit of prayer.” 

Romans 12:12, Phil. 

✦“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers 

and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying 

for all the saints.” Ephesians 6:18, NIV. 
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✦4. I don’t pray to be religious.  Praying is NOT about memorizing a 

formula.  Maybe if you took a foreign language in school you recall 

memorizing dialogues.  I do. 

✦“Allo Luke, comment allez vous?

✦Tres bien, mercie, Et vous?

✦Tres bien ausie. Pardon et moi, mar, our es la salle de bain?”

✦That’s pretty much all the French I know after 3 years of classes. Now I 

can spit out the memorized line.  But it won’t go very far when living in 

Paris!  It won’t help me order food in a restaurant.  And it won’t help me get 

along with a landlord. Formula is not speaking the language.

✦You will probably agree that a relationship is not maintained with a few 

formula words once a year in a birthday card (Happy Birthday.  Love Chad).  

Relationship requires regular interaction. So it is with God. Don’t tell 

anyone just yet, but whole sectors of the church family have never heard 

God say anything. No leadings. No words from God. Nothing.  Merely 

because they’ve not been told that God talks and relates.  And they think of 

prayer as formula.  

✦Now we know what happens in human relationships when we stay at only 

one base level of communication, talking about sports and the weather but 

never getting to things like suppressed hurt, resentment, longings, dreams, 

personal confusions.  But the deepest friends are the ones who shared 

these places with us. 

✦Here’s a cue for us: go to God about these things too! Talk to God 

about your feelings. (“Lord, I’m so anxious today. I don’t understand 

it. What do you think it is?”) Talk to God about your missing keys. 
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(God, I’m late. Do you want to show me where my keys are?”). Even 

if God’s answer is not what you wanted (like no, or not yet) it is 

always a “best practice” to talk to him about it.  

✦Some hypothesize that if God will not say yes to the prayer to heal 

cancer, or to stop a hurricane, then surely a lost cat is not worth his 

time.  But that is false reasoning.  A good father may allow a painful 

experience, and at the same time supply much smaller things like 

pencils to use at school. These are not contradictory if you trust that 

Dad is good and has his reasons. 

✦What if we told God when we feel bad, or guilty for butting into someone, 

or how much we are enjoying a song or landscape? Perhaps all our 

prayers wouldn’t sound the same.  Perhaps we would seem “real” to 

unbelievers, instead of “religious”.  I’m guessing, no, I know, God would be 

more the person that he is, instead of an idea we don’t talk about much. 

When we move beyond formula conversations we experience greater 

connection and love.

✦Don’t mistake our text for teaching formula.  When Jesus answered 

his disciples with the Lord’s Prayer he was not recommending 

recitation. The Lord’s Prayer is not a spell which if uttered creates a 

certain blessing.  If there was somehow magic in the phrases we 

could record them, or teach parrots to say them and thus fill the place 

with blessings. No, in the Lord’s Prayer Jesus is giving us an outline 

of healthy prayer elements:

✦1) Seeking to align with God: “Your kingdom come. You’re will 

be done”
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✦2) Coming to him for the most basic of needs: “Give us our 

daily bread.”

✦3) Dealing with sin and guilt: “Forgive us our sins.”

✦4) Discussion and recognition of the unseen realms: “keep us 

from temptation; deliver us from evil.”

✦[Exercise: lets just take each phrase of the Lord’s Prayer right now, 

right here and put them in our own words. How might we say, “Our 

Father who is in heaven”?...]

✦Exercise: Think about your praying in terms of levels of 

communication outlined in psychology: 

✦Level1: cliche conversation. (How do you like this weather?)

✦Level 2: facts about others. (Randy doesn’t own an umbrella.)

✦Level 3: opinions about those facts. (I think Randy if stupid...)

✦Level 4: information about me! (I have two umbrellas)

✦Level 5: feelings, emotions, spiritual stuff (My mom gave me 

one before she died.  I always think of her caring about me 

when I use it.)

✦I can tell you right now, if in your marriage you only talk about level 1 

stuff, you will never be close. If in your prayer life you only pray about level 

one stuff you will not know much of God.  Prayer is so much more than a 

short shopping list.  

✦Conclusion:  So, why pray?  Why do we talk to anyone at any significant 

length? We talk to share life, and to learn, develop, to love. 

✦We pray to learn to see what God sees.

✦We pray to learn to know God.
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✦We pray to have God rub off on us.

✦We don’t pray in order to be religious and thereby gain some sort of 

magic power. 

✦As the kids get older they leave at night.  We ask them where they are 

going.  Usually it’s to a friends house.  What will they do there, we ask.  

They answer with depth of sharing: “hang out.”  What is hanging out? Isn’t 

it to be in their company?  Perhaps we could think of prayer as hanging out 

with God.  Yes there are requests and prayer does lead to changes.

✦“...pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a 

righteous man is powerful and effective.” James 5:16, NIV. 

✦We’ll address that at a later time. But just as your teen does not go to his 

friends house to collect equipment or strike a deal, so we do not pray 

primarily to get something from God. The main reason we talk to our Father 

is to share life with our father, to know our father.  To have our hearts 

reassured that we have a father and therefore also a future and a hope. In 

fact, we might say that Jesus, God’s son, is like a living prayer for us.  

Jesus is called God’s “word” to us. And Jesus is our access to the Father 

as well. 

✦“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We 

have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from 

the Father, full of grace and truth.” John 1:14, NIV.

✦“For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the 

man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all men--the 

testimony given in its proper time.” 1 Timothy 2:5, 6, NIV.
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